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We are very pleased to present our third exhibition with a group show entitled:  
 

"Portraits, Faces & People" 
 
 
The exhibition will display works by internationally established names as well as those of 
young artists from recent generations. The group show is dedicated to the representation of 
the human face - its shape in detail or in groups.  
This selection of works deals mainly with topics such as the picture and portrayal of a model, 
the search for answers in self-portraits, the reflection of society as a whole in only one face or 
the behaviour of humans in their environments. "Portraits, Faces & People" is a look at the 
artistʼs multiple views and approaches to create or recreate the human. 
 
The following artists will be presented: Francesco Clemente, George Condo, Anh Duong, 
Gabi Hamm, Chantal Joffe, Alex Katz, Elke Krystufek, Philip von Mentzingen, 
Sebastian Meschenmoser, Pierre & Gilles, Nathan Ritterpusch, Francisco Sierra, Leif 
Trenkler und Stéphane Zaech. 
 
 
Francesco Clemente (*1952 in Neapel IT, lives and works in New York) is regarded as a 
representative of the Italian Transavantgarde, even if he often uses more fantastic, nearly 
surreal elements in his works ("Tender Space", 1989). His pictorial language ranges from 
violent, expressionist coloured nuances to reduced brownish and olive tones. His works 
represent fables with tragic motives, ironical self-portraits or trivial everyday life scenes. 
 
George Condo (*1957 in Concord USA, lives and works in New York) came to fame thanks 
to his grotesque, and occasionally, almost old master-like surreal paintings. In addition to 
Jean-Michel Basquiat, Keith Haring and Julian Schnabel, he played an important role in the 
international renewal of painting after 1982. Condo' s sculptures (“Young Warrior”, 2002) are  
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reminiscent of torsos from Greek-Roman Antiquity. He covers the classical styles with an 
absurd sense of humour and in doing so generally triggers relevant questions on the 
meaning of art. 
 
Anh Duong (*1960 in Bordeaux FR, lives and works in New York) belonged to the New 
Yorker art scene for many years and acquired an international reputation as a painter. 
Duongʼs interest lies in the portrait, but her focus is mainly on self-representation, which 
served her for many years as diary records. Duongʼs works surprisingly lack beauty and 
glamour; the expressiveness of the self-portraits is like an incorruptible mirror, reflecting the 
inside and searching rather for an intimate and genuine relationship with the self.  
 
Gabi Hamm (*1956 in Stuttgart DE, lives and works in Frankfurt/Main). Gabi Hammʼs artistic 
production is characterised by its complex approach to pictures. As a starting point, the artist 
always takes existing pictures, photographs (her own), illustrations from magazines or art 
volumes, which match coincidentally. Hamm first produces monochrome surfaces for the 
base coat and then extracts layers of painting until the desired design comes clearly to light. 
Gabi Hammʼs pictures bring associations and memories to the viewerʼs mind. The reduced 
colour palette brings relief and lets the character appear almost ghostly.  
 
Chantal Joffe (*1969 in St. Alban' s GB, lives and works in London) used source material 
collected from glossy magazines, the fashion world and porn illustrations for her earlier 
pictures. In recent years Chantal Joffeʼs paintings have developed in a completely different 
direction. Joffeʼs interest lies in the human face, which is neither able to hide its feelings nor 
its state of mind. Her own experience as a mother drew her to paint on more real, livelier and 
everyday life levels. The artist finds her models in her family circle, among friends and in 
herself. In the self-portrait “Two Women and A Little Girl” (2007) one can perceive this new 
dimension through the astonishment of the protagonists.  
 
Alex Katz (*1927 in Brooklyn USA, lives and works in New York) is one of the most prolific 
American painters of the last 50 years. “E Darinka” (2007) is characteristic of Katzʼs portraits:  
his large-scale paintings most often represent chests and heads in a simplified, flat, nearly 
template-like manner. Facial expressions are reduced to the essential. When more distanced 
from the works, the artist puts the emphasis on representing the surface and the artificiality of 
the picture, where the visual effect takes all its importance.  
 
Elke Krystufek (*1970 in Vienna AT, lives and works in Vienna and Berlin) first became 
known in the 1990's as a hardcore exhibitionist. With her self-productions and often 
scandalous pregnant nakedness, she is one of the most discussed Austrian artists and has 
been a key figure in feminist art for the last 15 years ("Everything Became so Gendered", 
2007 ; "The Most Gendered Design", 2007). Krystufek created complex, often provocative, 
internationally recognised works, in which she combines painting with collage, sculpture, 
video, photography and performance. With her interest in social standards and behaviour 
patterns, the artist dives into the interactions between the multilayered identity, self and 
foreign perceptions. Elke Krystufek has been chosen to represent Austria at the upcoming 
Venice Biennial.  
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Sebastian Meschenmoser (*1980 in Frankfurt/Main DE, lives and works in Berlin) created 
with “Le Rentier” (2008) a founding figure for all of his pictures. His works most often 
represent animals set in a nightmarish landscape, which functions like a backdrop. “Le 
Rentier” depicted as an old bearded man, builds a landscape of clouds, while already in the 
middle of it. It is, however, rare to find “surreal pictures” in Meschenmoserʼs works, where 
humans can be found.  
 
Pierre & Gilles (*1949 in La Roche-sur-Yon FR / *1953 in Le Havre FR, live and work in 
Paris) almost exclusively make portraits in a photo studio. The model is dressed in a complex 
costume and placed before an artificial background ("La Princesse et le Paon", 1989). Pierre 
photographs the model, Gilles paints the picture. The topics of the artists are above all the 
Pop and Gay culture as well as religion. An important component of their works is the picture 
framework ("Sandii", 1984): extending its fantastic universe into the boundless. 
 
Nathan Ritterpusch (*1976 in Harrisburg USA, lives and works in New York) works in a 
complex pictorial manner, consisting of deformations and distortions, which develop into 
ambiguous and enigmatic situations. “Hybrid” (2008) releases esoteric hallucinations and at 
the same time feelings of curiosity, anxiety and watchfulness. In 2000, Ritterpusch began the 
series “Old enough to be my Mother”. This long-term project will come to an end once the 
artist will have painted one hundred portraits. Portrait #69 is the most recent. The series of oil 
paintings is based on illustrations taken from menʼs magazines of the 1960ʼs and takes its 
inspiration from commercialisation and marketing, the changing ideal of beauty and gender 
issues. 
 
Francisco Sierraʼs (*1977 in Santiago de Chile RCH, lives and works in St.-Légier-La 
Chiésaz and Bern) painting is like being caught between two worlds. Odd fantastic shapes 
are replaced by realistic illustrations, which take on a purely visual character. The large-scale 
work “Anita” (2007) is “the Photoshop anti-picture”; fascination with the physical condition of 
this 80 years old womanʼs face pushes the artist to paint with an incredible precision, each 
perceptible wrinkle on the face. The viewerʼs visual habits are thereby exposed: instead of 
perfectly reworked surfaces of photo models (“Noëlle-Anne”, 2008), one is confronted with a 
face wilted from years of experience.  
 
Leif Trenkler (*1960 in Wiesbaden DE, lives and works in Cologne) ranks among the first 
representatives of  “new Figuration” in Germany. His pictures evoke an aesthetic of the 
current Club and Lounge culture. The interest of the artist lies in the specific gesturing and 
mimic of individuals and their relationships among themselves. By painting an everyday life 
scene with a certain distance “The Fire-Brigade Route” (2008), Trenkler succeeds in seizing 
the figuresʼ individual mode of expression. While looking like a well known situation, at the 
same time it looks quite abstract. The artist achieves this thanks to the precise composition 
of the figures and the colours. 
 
Philip von Mentzingen (*1976 in Salzburg AT, lives and works in Berlin) sees humans in 
space and the space around humans. It is the dynamic of place and timelessness in which 
the person stands that makes the picture develop. The artistʼs interest lies in the objectʼs 
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place and how they behave in this place.  In “Mein” (2008) space surrounds the character 
and reveals it at the same time; the action is carried out by the environment. In “Maps” (2008) 
it is a give and take from the space to the object. Faceless people dissolve into space, at the 
same time as they step out from it. 
 
Stéphane Zaech (*1966 in Vevey CH, lives and works in Montreux and Villeneuve) sets 
strange figures evolving into fairytale landscapes on his canvas (“Coney, Vierge aux Lapins”, 
2008). Ignoring the passing of time, the artist goes through the most diverse (art-historical) 
time periods and cultures. Zaech draws from the entire repertoire of the classical masters 
into the modern trends, but the artistʼs use of contemporary references irritates the viewer on 
a further level. Zaech looks for weird deformations; his (fictitious) models uncomfortably 
dressed in costumes are then inexplicably set in a fantastic landscape (“La Solana Nacrée”, 
2008). His works are infused with liveliness and a profusion of colours, uniting beauty and 
deformation at the same time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening 26 May 2009, 7 pm – 9 pm  
Exhibition "Portraits, Faces & People", 27 May - 25 July 2009 
 
For illustrations, please contact the gallery:  
Phone +41 44 212 22 00 / info@katzcontemporary.com 
 
Opening hours: Tuesday – Friday 11 am – 6 pm, Saturday 12 pm – 4 pm, or by appointment 
 
Gallery Open House Weekend before Art Basel 
Sat/Sun/Mon 6 – 8 June, 11am – 5 pm 


